I    ACCUSE

These facts prove incontrovertibly that Sefior Besteiro was
not in the service of General Franco and that the people
feel for this great patriot affection and respect which come
from their conviction that so far from having betrayed
them he defended them honourably and gallantly.

I held no meetings with representatives of the political
parties and syndicalist organisations in preparation for a
coup d'etat until after the fall of Catalonia and when I was
completely convinced of the impossibility of the Popular
Front and the Communist Party working together. Then
and then only I gave them my opinion, with which they
entirely concurred.

I should like to add that the civilians who had places on
the Council were there explicitly to represent their
respective parties and organisations, and were therefore
authentic representatives of the people. Moreover these
men, well tried in political and social struggles, would not
have allowed themselves to be led into any kind of treason.
The people know what their conduct was, and I am sure
that they will always feel the most profound gratitude
towards them.

The Higher Commands of the Army did not know my
purpose until a few days before the coup d'etat, for I kept it
secret until the last moment, so as to avoid any kind of
indiscretion upsetting the realisation of something as
important as it was necessary.

In case I have not said sufficient to destroy the first
charge which the Communists bring against me, I will add
that the National Council of Defence approved my
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